2019 VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD


Minutes of the March Monthly VAB Meeting

Thursday, March 12, 2020
9:00 AM, Council Chambers

1st Floor, City Hall (St. James)

Council Member Joyce Morgan, Chairman



Cheryl Brown, VAB Clerk, Excused
Council Member Garrett Dennis, Late arrival @ 9:13 AM

Heather Pelegrin, VAB Supervisor

School Board Member Cheryl Grymes




Nichole Oswald, VAB Staff
Council Appointed Citizen Member Shirley Dasher


Grace English, VAB Staff

School Board Appointed Citizen Member Kris Barnes
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

In Attendance:

William H. Jeter, Jr., VAB Attorney
Loree French, Counsel to the Property Appraiser
Jerry Holland, Property Appraiser

Keith Hicks, Chief Appraiser
Harry Guetherman, Commercial Division Chief, PAO
Jim Ogburn, Residential Division Chief, PAO

Dana Clark, Customer Service Division Chief, PAO
Chairwoman Morgan called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM

1. Introductions of Board and staff.  
2. Chairwoman Morgan stated the next item on the agenda was to approve the 2019 VAB Board Meeting Minutes from the February 13, 2020 meeting Citizen Member Barnes made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes from the 2019 VAB Meeting held on February 13, 2020.  2nd by School Board Member Grymes.  Board approved 4–0.

3. William Jeter, VAB Attorney, explained the Public Comments procedures.
4. Public Comments – Loree French, Counsel to the Property Appraiser filled out a speaker’s card regarding VAB petitions 1063, 1064 & 1065, Craig T. Marlowe.  The Chair asked her to hold her comments until later in the meeting when we reached the agenda item pertaining to those petitions.
5. Deferral requests from Petitioners & Public Comments.  There were no other speakers and no deferral requests were received.

6. Deferral requests from the Property Appraiser’s Office.  There were no deferral requests received.
7. At the previous meeting held on February 13, 2020, the Property Appraiser request that VAB petitions 1063, 1064 & 1065 be deferred.  Mr. Jeter provided an explanation and provided a packet pertaining to those 3 petitions.  Loree French, Counsel to the PAO, then spoke and explained their position, stating that the PAO would like to the VAB Board to reach out to the DOR and ask for guidance relating to these petitions.  Council Member Dennis made a motion to defer VAB petitions 1063, 1064 & 1065 & have Mr. Jeter reach out to the DOR with an inquiry.  No 2nd.  Motion failed.  Citizen Member Barnes made a motion to accept the Special Magistrate recommended decisions for VAB petitions 1063, 1064 & 1065 as the Final Decisions of the Board.  2nd by Citizen Member Dasher.  Board approved 4–1 (Dennis).  Council Member Dennis asked Mr. Jeter to reach out to the DOR and ask for guidance and seek an opinion.  He also requested, that, before corresponding with the DOR, the VAB Attorney provide his proposed request to the VAB at its next meeting for discussion and comment.
8. VAB petition 433 was previously ratified at the February 13, 2020 Board meeting.  After the ratification, the Property Appraiser’s Office discovered an error on the DR-485V coversheet.  VAB staff amended the coversheet and sent a copy to all parties.  Citizen Member Barnes made a motion vacate the prior decision and accept the amended decision and coversheet.  2nd by School Board Member Grymes.  Board approved 5–0.
9. Consider the recommended decisions listed on the 3 page excel spreadsheet for the 2019 March 12, 2020 VAB Meeting.  Citizen Member Dasher made a motion to approve the recommended decisions on the excel spreadsheet.  2nd by Council Member Dennis.  Board approved 5–0.
10. Mr. Jeter provided an update regarding the Florida Auditor General’s audit of the 2018 VAB.  The audit is still being conducted.  
11. Mr. Jeter provided an update regarding the travel policy of the VAB.  The VAB Chair then suggested that the VAB Attorney provide the VAB, for discussion, information on City of Jacksonville general policies and procedures for travel expenses and provide that to the VAB at the April Board meeting.  The Chair also requested that VAB budget information be provided to the Board for its review so as to better evaluate the travel expense issue.
12. Chairwoman Morgan asked if there was any other business before the Board, seeing none, she announced the next Board meeting date & time and the meeting was adjourned.
Announce date and location of next 2019 VAB meeting:

Thursday, April 9, 2020 at 9:00 am







      
1st Floor, City Hall, Council Chambers
Meeting was adjourned at 10:26 AM.
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